
Graduate School Research-Focused Motivation Letter

Dear Graduate Admissions Committee,

I am writing to apply for admission to the [Master's/Ph.D.] program in [Department] at [University

Name]. My application is motivated by a clear research agenda in [specific research area] and a

strong belief that your program offers the ideal environment for pursuing this work.

My research interests emerged from [describe origin of research interest]. This initial curiosity

evolved into serious scholarly inquiry during my undergraduate thesis on [topic], where I investigated

[research question]. My findings, which [briefly describe results], raised further questions about

[related area] that I am eager to explore at the graduate level.

I am particularly drawn to [University Name] because of its strength in [specific research area].

Professor [Name]'s groundbreaking work on [topic] directly relates to my research interests, and I

would be honored to work under their guidance. Additionally, Professor [Name2]'s research on

[related topic] offers exciting possibilities for interdisciplinary collaboration. The [specific lab/research

center] provides exactly the resources and intellectual community necessary for advancing my

research agenda.

My proposed research focuses on [specific research question/problem]. Preliminary investigation

suggests that [hypothesis/approach], which I plan to explore using [methodology/theoretical

framework]. This research addresses a significant gap in current literature, namely [gap in

knowledge], and has potential implications for [theoretical/practical applications].

I have prepared for graduate-level research through [research experiences: thesis/independent

study/research assistant position/publications]. These experiences have equipped me with skills in

[research methods/analysis techniques/theoretical frameworks] and taught me the realities of

scholarly workâ€”the patience required for careful analysis, the intellectual humility to revise

hypotheses, and the persistence needed when faced with obstacles.

Beyond research, I am committed to contributing to your department through

[teaching/mentoring/service/collaboration]. I have experience in [relevant teaching/leadership



experience] and look forward to engaging with the broader academic community through

[conferences/seminars/workshops].

My ultimate goal is to pursue a career in [academia/research institution/industry research], where I

can continue investigating [broad research area] and training the next generation of scholars. I am

confident that [University Name]'s rigorous program will provide the foundation for this career.

Thank you for considering my application. I would welcome the opportunity to discuss my research

interests further.

Sincerely,

[Your Name]

Get more templates here: 

https://www.lettersandtemplates.com/letters/motivation-letter-for-college-or-university-admission-app

lication


